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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY AT 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
We reached that magical time: the end of a year 
and the beginning of another. After spending time 
celebrating the event that started the greatest 
adventure of human history ever – God walking now 
with us, we take a closer look at the people involved in 
what God did. We move between two feasts: The Holy 
Family, and Mary, Mother of God.  
 
By looking at them, we know that in our 
relationship we can always keep the presence of 
Jesus. In this case, every moment of our lives has the 
flavor of Christmas. Looking at Mary, we see two 
things: the truth and depth of the spiritual bond 
between mother and child; and the profound 
communion that family member, especially parents 
and child, have.  
 
On the feast of Mary, Mother of God we read in the 
Gospel of Luke that “Mary, for her part, kept all 
these things, pondering them in her heart.” Which 
things? All things that happened in regard to her 
conception and birth of Jesus: the angel, the visit to 
Elisabeth, the manger, and the shepherds. Why? It’s 
more than just keeping memories. It’s making sure 
that these events will continue to shape her history.  
 
Looking at the Holy Family and Mary, in a particular 
way, we see that we ought to make some 
decisions that are meant to keep our family 
identity strong. What can we do as a parish family to 
keep our identity strong as we begin a new year? 
What can you do for your own family?  
 
With Jesus, and Mary and Joseph, we too can sing 
the most wonderful song: the Magnificat, Mary’s 
song. With them, we too can say that all these things 
– all the events we are celebrating – happened to us. 
How can we magnify the Lord in our lives? In the lives 
of our family? As a church?  

 

 
With a heart full of Joy that I want to wish to all of you 
a wonderful, happy new year. I pray that it will be 
filled with the blessings that God already wants you to 
have.  
 
 
Fr. Stanislao 
 

 
 

 

    

 

 

 

      Readings for the Week of 

      December 31, 2017 

Sunday: Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 105:1-

2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, [7a, 8a] or Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Heb 

11:8, 11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 

or 2:22, 39-40 

Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 

2:16-21 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 

1:19-28 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/Jn 

1:29-34 

Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42 

Friday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2a]/Jn 1:43-51 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/

Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 

11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.’’ (Lk 1:38) 



 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH This text is a wise choice for this month’s celebration 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, considering 
how much suffering we have inflicted on one another 
down through the centuries, creating divisions and 
sowing suspicion, dividing communities and families. 

 

“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power.” 

 

Through prayer, we need to ask the grace of unity, as 
a gift from God. At the same time, we can build bridges 
by offering ourselves as instruments of God’s love. 
During an event held at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva in 2002, Chiara Lubich was invited to share her 
thoughts and experience.  

“Dialogue is carried out first by putting ourselves on 
the same level as our partner, whoever he or she may 
be,” she said. “Then we listen to our dialogue partner, 
being completely empty of ourselves …  

This enables us to receive the other person within 
ourselves and to understand him or her ...  

Because they have been listened to with love, they are 
ready to listen to what we have to say.” 

This month, let us take advantage of our day-to-day 
contacts, to deepen or reestablish relationships of 
esteem and friendship with individuals, families or groups 
who belong to other Christian churches.  

Moreover, why not extend our prayer and action to the 
divisions within our own ecclesial community, or to those 
in politics, in civil society or in families? We too can 
witness with joy to “your right hand, O Lord, glorious in 
power.” 

 

 

Letizia Magri 

 

 

 
Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a guide 
and inspiration for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara 
Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these commentaries for many 
years. Now an international commission continues this 
tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, an 
expert in marriage and family from the John Paul II Institute in 
Rome, is head of this commission and part of the Focolare’s 
center for the family. This Word of Life is translated into 96 
different languages and reaches several million people 
worldwide through the media. This monthly leaflet is also a 
supplement  to  L iving Ci ty ,  the Focolare  magazine 
(livingcitymagazine.com). For information and to subscribe to 
this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living City, 202 
Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-229-0496; e-
mail: livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit focolare.org 
( i n t e r n a t i o n a l )  o r  f o c o l a r e . u s  ( U . S . ) . 

© 2018 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 

 

 

 

Every year the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is held 

in many parts of the world from January 18–25. Else-

where it is celebrated at Pentecost. This Focolare Word 

of Life comments on the theme for 2018, taken from the 

book of Exodus. 

 
The word of life for this month comes from a verse in the 
Song of Moses, part of the Old Testament in which the 
Israelites exalt God’s intervention in their history. The 
song proclaims God’s decisive action for the salvation of 
this people, on the long journey from their liberation from 
slavery in Egypt to their arrival in the Promised Land. 

Although the Israelites encountered difficulties and 
sufferings on the way, this all happened under the stead-
fast guidance of God and through the collaboration of 
men like Moses and Joshua, who put themselves at the 
service of God’s plan of salvation. 

 

“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power.” 

 

When we think of power, we can easily associate it 
with the power of might that is often the cause of oppres-
sion and conflict among people and nations. Instead, 
God’s word reveals to us that true power is love, as was 
manifested in Jesus. He went through all human experi-
ence, until death, to open for us the path to freedom and 
to our encounter with the Father. Thanks to him, God’s 
powerful love for humankind was revealed. 

 

“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power.” 

 

If we look at ourselves, we have to admit frankly that 
we are limited. Human fragility, in all its aspects — physi-
cal, moral, psychological and social — is a reality we 
cannot deny. However, it is actually there, in our limita-
tions, that we can experience God’s love. In fact, he 
wants happiness for all people, who are his children. He 
is always ready to help those who put themselves hum-
bly in his hands for the sake of the common good, peace 
and fraternity. 

 

Focolare Word of Life—January, 2018 
 

“Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in 

power.” (Ex 15:6) 



 
 
 

 

Have you thought of serving as an Ex-

traordinary Minister of Holy Commun-

ion?  We will be having a class on Janu-

ary 10th at 6:30pm.  If this is something 

you feel you would like to do and are a 

Catholic in Good Standing, please contact Nancy 

Smith at the parish office and she will process your 

application. 

 

 

The Parish Office will be 

closed January 1st & 2nd 

for the New Year Holiday 

and will be open 9am to 1pm on Thursday, January 

4th.  Thank you. 

 

 

Good day everyone!  You Crew is look-

ing towards the New Year and wanted to 

give you something to mark on your 

brand new calendars! 

On Sunday, January 7th from 4 to 6pm will have a good 

old fashioned summer picnic!  (Inside of course)  We will 

also have fun and games for the kids.  Cost will be 

$10.00 for adults and  $5.00 for children 12—9 years of 

age and children under 9 years of age will be free.  

Come join us and chase the winter blues away. 

 

We have moved our breakfast from January 21st to the 

28th and hope you will still be able to join us! 

 

December 30 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Christmas Novena 
December 31 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Sheryl Suzanne Mitrecic 
8:30a.m.  Joe & Marie Elmo 
10:00a.m.  Mike Mackin 
 
January 1 Monday 
10:00a.m. Mark Fritschle 
January 2 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Bob Brennan 
January 3 Wednesday 
8:30a.m Joseph Brady 
January 4  Thursday 
8:30a.m.  Joan Sauer 
January 5 Friday 
9am—12noon Adoration 
 
January 6 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Shaina Daniella Cohen 
January 7 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  John Lewis, Sr. 
8:30a.m.  Paul L. Santoni 
10:00a.m.  Parishioners 
 
 
 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit for Special Intentions of Mel 
Odachowski & John Sauer from God’s Helping 
Hands. 
 

 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 

If you are interested in having flowers 
placed on the altar in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish 
office.  
 
 

 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Mass will be held on  
Monday, January 1st for the  

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
at 10am at Holy Savior Church 

 
There will be no 8:30am Mass on that day. 
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From the desk of Mark J. Record, 

Principal… 
 

 

Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School joins our 
Church on January 1st in celebrating Mary as the 
Mother of God. The Greek term for this title of Mary is 
“Theotokos” which translates to God-bearer. 
Celebrated as a Solemnity on January 1st, it was 
established in 431 by the Council of Ephesus. As our 
school continues to focus on our Diocesan theme, “To 
Jesus through Mary,” the Solemnity of Mary Mother of 
God takes on a special significance for our students 
and staff. 
 
Our school community would like to extend heartfelt 
wishes to the pastors, priests and parishioners of our 
seven supporting parishes for a happy and holy New 
Year. May our Lord bless you and your families in 
2018. 
 
School will resume on Tuesday, January 2, 2018.  We 
look forward to our students returning to school well 
rested and ready to learn.  
 
SAVE THE DATE/INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
MBS Casino Night is February 24th.  Please join us for 
a night of fellowship, fun and great food plus live and 
silent auctions. Advanced tickets can be purchased for 
$40 each, up until January 5th, and online for $45 at 
www.mostblessedsacramentcatholicschool.com 
beginning January 6th. Tickets can also be purchased 
at the door for $50 each.   
 
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School will 
celebrate Catholic Schools Week during the week of 
January 29th through February 4th.  In doing so, we 
join Catholic schools across the nation in proclaiming 
the value and benefits of a Catholic school education 
and we join with our colleagues and friends in 
celebrating the success of our school in providing a 
ministry of faith and education to our 170 families.  
The complete schedule of events for Catholic Schools 
Week will be published in future bulletin articles. 

 
  Today is the Feast of the Holy 
Family!!   Jesus and His Parents, Mary 
and Joseph are given to us as a model 
of what it means to be a “holy” family!   

Is that because they were a perfect family?   No, it’s 
because they were a normal family!!!  Jesus was raised in a 
good Jewish home where He was taught to respect the law, 
His elders and His faith!  They had their issues!   Think 
about it!   Joseph planned to quietly divorce Mary...why 
didn’t he?   Well, because he was a prayerful man and he 
loved Mary and trusted God!   They lost Jesus for three 
days and when they found Him, He was teaching… they  
Him scooped Him up and took him home because they 
loved Jesus and trusted God!    I always wonder about Mary 
during Jesus’ ministry when He was accused of so many 
things, hanging with Prostitutes, Tax collectors, and sinners!  
Then she had to watch him die!   Her heart must have 
broken over and over! 
     Wow, so what got them through?  What example can we 
take from them?  How did the family of Nazareth get 
through these trials? The answer is simple and was present 
from the beginning, love for each other and for God. We 
can see Jesus’ love for his mother when he was dying on 
the cross and gave her into the care of his closest disciple, 
John — he said, “Woman behold your son,” and to the 
beloved disciple, “Behold your mother.” (John 19:26-27).  
When we find ourselves in troubling family situations we 
need only remember, what holds families together also in 
times of difficulty is love and forgiveness. It is love which 
always wins in the end, even if sometimes it may have to 
resort to tough love and honest talking. When discipline 
needs to be imposed, if it is not given in love it is received 
as abuse. We must remember, to keep our families healthy, 
we must be sure not to let our love for families ever be 
replaced with anything.  Remembering the simply joy in 
spending time together. Remembering not to be so busy 
working, socialising, on our iPads and androids, or watching 
TV that we have less and less time to talk to each other.      
So, let’s pledge today, as we honor the Holy Family and 
look toward a new year that we will continue to place the 
love and health of our families above all else and to turn 
and trust God’s abundant love always, even and especially 
when we stumble!   Know that I am always grateful for the 
warmth, love and forgiveness of our parish family and that I 
thank God for you daily! 
 
Religious Ed :   No Classes today, 12/31/2017 Classes 
RESUME on next Sunday 1/07/2018   
  
Cold weather Drive!!  As you settle in all your Christmas 
gifts the teens would like you to keep our coat drive in mind!   
We are looking for warm gently used coats to share with 
those that have none!  This year we would like to add to our 
drive and make it a Cold Weather emergency kit…so we 
are also looking for new or gently used backpacks, 
individual sized fleece blanket/throws and packs of new 
socks and gloves.   These items can be placed in the boxes 
and baskets at the main door of Church and in the 
Education foyer!  Thank you so much for sharing the 
warmth of your love with those less fortunate!  

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
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