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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY AT 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear parishioners and friends,  
 
We enter into the first week of Lent. This journey 
will allow us to go deep into our hearts We continue to 
follow Jesus who, led by the Spirit, goes into the 
desert to face His enemy: Satan.  
 
The Gospel allows us to see the desert and 
temptations as uncomfortable realities, but when we 
see them from the point of view of God, these are also 
very providential opportunities: they are also means 
that allow us to experience the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. It sounds almost contradictory but we must 
remember that as Children of God we live in the 
Kingdom and here everything is an opportunity to 
experience God’s love for us. Even, temptations.  
 
It is the Spirit of God that leads Jesus into the 
desert after having descended on Him at His baptism. 
He now leads Jesus into the desert to make Him 
victorious over the one who wants to diminish our 
lives. The Good News for us is that we who are in 
Christ, we are also victorious as well. Yes! Because of 
His victory all humanity has overcome evil.  
 
When we let ourselves be guided by the Spirit, like 
Jesus, we learn how to overcome temptations and 
remain faithful to the gift we have received. Because it 
is the Spirit who realizes in us the living image of 
Christ and brings it to fullness until "I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me" we can be sure that God’s 
guidance is trustworthy.  
 

For this reason, we use the “Lenten disciplines” of 

fasting, almsgiving and prayer to learn how to listen 

and rely on God’s Spirit. Let’s listen to the voice of the 

Spirit helping us to identify our own shadows and 

weaknesses so that we can open ourselves and 

welcome God’s presence into those parts. We can 

become wholesome and only in this way, we will be 

able to experience the joy of Easter more fully ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Friday at 7pm during Lent we have Stations of 
the Cross 
 
Feb 19th: The office will be closed for Presidents Day 
 
Feb 21st: Parish [NEW!!!] Book Club, led by Deacon 
Dave.  
 
Feb 25th: Parish Family Breakfast 
Please make sure that you check the bulletin for dates 

and times of Lent Reconciliation Services.  

  
 
 
 
 
 

         Readings for the Week of 

   February 18, 2018 

  

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18-

22/Mk 1:12-15 

Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 [Jn 6:63b]/

Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19 [18b]/

Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19 [19b]/Lk 

11:29-32 

Thursday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13-19 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8 [3]/Mt 

5:20-26 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/Mt 5:43-

48 

Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10, 

15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10  

 

 

 

 

“To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the 
water of life.” (Rev 21:6) 



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  
We currently have 3 counting teams that 
rotate weekly.  One team counts on 
Sunday and the other two on Mondays.  
We are looking for a little help.  If you are 
comfortable with counting money and 

would like to be part of the rotation, please contact Bill 
Regan at bregan@redsuncustom.com and he will review 
everything with you.   
 

 
 

 
If you enjoy helping others in your parish 
and community this ministry may be what 
you are looking for! We are looking for 
persons  interested in taking these 
ministries forward. 

            Help is needed in all areas. 

God's Helping Hands, Community Outreach,  Right to 
Life  & St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Please contact the parish office if interested!  

 
 

Save the Date 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 

March 6th and 7th, 2018 

Men’s Lenten Retreat 

The St. Ann’s Bethany Beach Parish Men’s Club is 
sponsoring a 2-day Lenten retreat for men of our 
coastal parishes. The retreat master will be Rev. 
Stanislao Esposito, Pastor of St. Mary Star of the Sea 
and Holy Savior Churches in Ocean City, MD. The 
retreat will expand our theme for the year of 
Developing a Prayer Life. Fr. Stan has given several 
workshops and classes on prayer and will share his 
insights with us. Registration details will be provided 
in a few weeks. We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

Oh boy! We had so much fun Sunday 

night at the Polish Dinner.  Thank you all 

for coming.  We would also like to thank 

all of you who helped make desserts, 

prep food and the room, serve dinner and clean up!  You 

all are a true blessing to our parish and this ministry.   

On another note…...Here are a couple of things coming 

up on our schedule and we don’t want you to miss them. 

Sunday, Feb 25th—All You Can Eat Dinner-8am-Noon 

Friday, March 16th—Fish Fry—5 to 7 pm 

We will be serving the following at the Fish Fry: 

Fried Cod  

Choice of  French Fries or Mac & Cheese 

Cole Slaw & Salad 

Dessert 

Cost in advance:  $10 Adults/$5. Kids under 12 

Cost at the Door:  $12 Adults/$6.00 Kids under 12 

 

 

 

The Return of the Prodigal Son 
A story of Homecoming 

 
This Lenten Season the parish is forming a book club to 
read The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri 
Nowen. It is a book that studies Jesus’ parable The 
Prodigal Son.  The group will meet four consecutive 
Wednesdays starting on February 21st ending 
March 14th from 6:30 to 8pm.  It is important for you 
to order the book or contact Donna or Rita to order 
a book.   
 
On Wednesday February 21 we will be begin our 
Lenten book study by reviewing the prologue of the 
book. We invite everyone who wishes to join the 
group to purchase the book and be prepared to 
dive into our group study.  
 
If you cannot make the group, we still encourage 
the reading of the book this season.  It is a great 
book for families to read and discuss the uncondi-
tional love of God and a parent. It can sow the seed 
needed in times of family conflict and distress. 

Anyone with questions should contact the o 

ffice and/or email Deacon Dave at Dea-

con@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com. Together we 

can make our own family and our parish family 

strong.  

 

Lenten Penance Services 
 

St. John Neumann Parish 
Monday, March 12th—6:30pm 

 
St. Luke Parish 

Thursday, March 15th—6:30pm 



 
 

 

 

Sharing the Gospel 

In today's Gospel, Jesus spent forty days in the desert. Je-

sus stayed close to God, and he followed God's directions 

every day of his life. When Satan came to test Jesus he 

was ready. Jesus passed every test beautifully. He said 

"No" to temptation. When you write spelling words over and 

over, it is easier to remember them. If you are learning a 

new language, it helps to make flash cards to practice with. 

Once you memorize all your words, taking the test is pretty 

easy. The more you read the Bible and do what God asks 

in his word, the easier it will be for you to pass Satan's 

tests, too. 

Prayer 

God, help me to stay close to you so that I am ready for my 

tests. 

Something to Draw 

Draw a picture of Jesus helping you remember Bible 

verses. 

Mission for the Week 

Memorize Proverbs 1:3, "You will learn what is right and 

honest and fair." Practice writing it and saying it every day, 

February 17 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Rev. Anthony Greco 
February 18 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Margaret & Robert Vales 
8:30a.m.  Sunderland & Hill Families 
10:00am James F. O’Hara 
 
February 19 Monday 
8:30a.m. Mindy Gallagher 
February 20 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Bertha Huettner 
February 21 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Marian Q. Thrasher 
February 22 Thursday 
8:30a.m. NorwoJohn J. Bagliani 
February 23 Friday 
9am—12noon Adoration 
7pm Stations of the Cross 
 
February 24 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Robert Carson 
February 25 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Sheryl Mitrecic 
8:30a.m.  Joseph Vallely 
10:00am Santa Monney 
 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit for special intentions of Kal-
man & Anna Proszks.  
 

 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 

If you are interested in having flowers 
placed on the altar in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish 
office.  This weekend’s flowers on the 
side altars were offered in loving mem-

ory of Daniel Moran, Jr. from his loving wife 
 

 
Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 
 



 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

As per tradition, we 

have had some of the 

coldest weekends of the year so I must turn 

my attention to warmth of the Summer!!!    

So, of course I am dwelling on Vacation Bible School!!     

Woohoo!!!   This year we are going to be Shipwrecked 

(Castaways)!!!   The theme is Shipwrecked “rescued by Jesus!”  

I am so excited!!   We will Embark on a VBS Adventure That 

will help children to realize that no matter how they feel Jesus 

saves!  Together we will Venture onto an uncharted island 

where kids survive and thrive. Anchor kids in the truth that 

Jesus carries them through life’s storms. Each day at 

Shipwrecked VBS, kids travel through faith-building 

rotations that reinforce relevant Bible Points and immerse 

kids in new adventures. 

     This is an awesome and exciting week for our kids and for 

the teens and adults the work VBS.   We gain so much from 

the week but it takes many hands and various skill sets!  So, 

while it may seem early to be thinking of our summer activities, 

I ask you to pray for a successful program.   I also ask you to 

pray for your role in it’s success!  Can you join us for the whole 

week?  Help us with decorating? Provide some of the needed 

items or more importantly pledge to pray that the message 

reaches all of us so together we can follow Jesus and 

recognize him as the light of the world!! 

   It is not to soon to sign up participants or to volunteer.    This 

year I even have some things that could be cut or crafted at 

home if you would like to help in that way!   

To register go to  https://vbspro.events/p/events/stmaryvbs18 

     Or to the parish website or Facebook page!  I even have 

some printed registration forms!!  It is an awesome week!!  

Please plan to join us! 

Donations I will give a list in a few weeks but for those that 

enjoy saving this year we are looking for tubes ~ toilet 

paper, paper towels, wrapping paper, carpet tubes, 

concrete tubes and if we have anyone that works in 

printing large tubes from the paper.     

 

       Stay warm…God Bless, 

                                         Rita 

 

   
We, the members of the T.O.P. Group are excited to an-
nounce our next GREAT EVENT!!   We are planning a Sen-
ior ~ Senior Prom, and would like to invite all our Senior 
Parishioners to join us on March 17

th
 for an evening or fun 

and food!!  We will have a DJ, Dinner and door prizes, 
dancing and a great time!!!   We hope you will mark your 
calendars!! 

Senior~ Senior Prom 
Theme ~ Under the Sea 

March 17
th
  ~ 630 PM to 9 PM 

We will be looking for just a few donations of items for 
door prizes, or gift cards to Walmart, food lion or BJ’s 

 

 

 

 

  From the desk of Mark J. Record, Principal… 

 

 
During the Lenten Season, our students will chant the 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) and the Ag-
nus Dei (Lamb of God) at Mass each week. While Latin is 
rarely used in the Order of the Mass, it continues to be the 
official language of the Roman Catholic Church and is very 
much a part of our Catholic history and tradition. Our chil-
dren have learned both chants and are developing an un-
derstanding of their significance in the Mass. 
 
During Lent, our Church encourages us to build a closer 
relationship with the Lord through prayer, fasting and alms-
giving. In order to provide an opportunity to our families to 
join in almsgiving, our school will participate in the Opera-
tion Rice Bowl program that is sponsored by the Catholic 
Relief Services. In doing so, we join Catholic families across 
the globe in responding to God's people who are in need. 
Each family has received a "rice bowl." We ask our families 
to fill it with change and plan to return it to MBSCS during 
Holy Week. May God bless us with a holy Lenten Season 
as we move forward to the Triduum and the glory of the 
Resurrection. 
 
Most Blessed Sacrament will be hosting their annual Ca-
sino Night Fundraiser, on Saturday, February 24

th
 from 6pm 

until midnight. There is still time to get your tickets at the 
front door.  This is a wonderful opportunity to support the 
only Catholic school in our area and also a great opportu-
nity for prospective families to see this special school for 
themselves. There will be live music, auctions, gaming ta-
bles and food from the best restaurants on the shore. Tick-
ets are $50.00 at the door.  
 
MBS will be accepting applications for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year starting February 1, 2018 for new Catholic appli-
cants who are existing parishioners in one of our 8 sponsor-
ing parishes. Applications will be accepted from the general 
public starting March 1, 2018 for the 2018-2019 academic 
year. Any questions please contact Lisa Edmunds, Director 
of Admissions at 410-208-1600 or email at led-
munds@mbscs.org.  
s.org.  

 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/stmaryvbs18


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 


