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Mission Statement 

 
 

           We the people of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Ocean City, Maryland,                

     want to respond to God’s love for us by doing His will, to live the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and to love each other as Jesus loved us.  In this way, He can live, as 

Risen Lord, in our midst and attract all people to the Father.  As part of the Church, we 

want to be a “Home and School of Communion” where, through the celebration and 

living out the Sacraments, and various ministries, each member can live in unity as a 

child of God, building up the Kingdom of God until Jesus will come again in glory. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

ST. MARY STAR OF THE SEA CHURCH 

        CLOSED FOR THE SEASON 
 

HOLY SAVIOR CHURCH  

         SUNDAY AT 7AM, 8:30AM & 10AM 

         MONDAY – THURSDAY AT 8:30AM 

         SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5:15PM 

         CONFESSIONS AT 4:15-5:00PM 

 
 

 



 

 

 
GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 
March 11, 2018 4th Sunday of Lent 
 
Why is the world the way it is? We all wonder that 
from time to time. Each successive generation 
projects rose-hued longing on the past and casts 
furtive glances at the impending future. We see forces 
beyond our control in nature and in the newspaper. 
The world is changing and we're being pulled out with 
the tide. 
  
In the face of this confusion, today's Gospel features 
one of the most oft-quoted Scripture verses of all time: 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life." But if Christ has come, 
why is the world so challenging? Why is the world still 
-- to our eyes -- being carried off in a proverbial hand 
basket? Jesus' response is a deeply personal one. 
"This is the verdict, that the light came into the world, 
but people preferred darkness to light." Patterns arise, 
habits are formed, and systems become engrained, 
but each is the result of an interconnected web of 
human choices. 
 
Where do we stand? Our answers, perhaps, vary from 
week to week, hour to hour, missed traffic light to 
spilled coffee to teenage child's rebellion. The world 
isn't perfect because we aren't perfect. Our parish is 
flawed because we're flawed. Our families need work 
because every one of us needs to be converted. 
Christianity is a process, not a destination! 
  
This Sunday, Jesus invites us to consider our own 
lives. Where in our own lives do we prefer darkness to 
light? What flaws are we trying to hide? Humbly 
acknowledge those places today. Ask God for the 
grace to be transformed. Share with your spouse or a 
friend where you'd like to improve this week. 
"Whoever loves truth comes to the light, so that his 
works may be clearly seen as done in God."  

 

 

 

 

Readings for the Week of March 11, 2018 
 

Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 

[6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21 Scrutiny: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-

7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-

41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a and 

13b [2a]/Jn 4:43-54  

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [8]/Jn 5:1-

16  

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18 

[8a]Jn 5:17-30  

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23 [4a]/Jn 

5:31-47  

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 23 

[19a]/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30  

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 11-12 [2a]/

Jn 7:40-53  

Next Sunday: Jer 31:31-34/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 

[12a]/Heb 5:7-9/Jn 12:20-33 

Scrutiny: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Ps 

130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or Jn 

11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  

 

      

 

 

 

“Make me know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 
paths.”    (Ps 25:4) 

We ask for your prayers for parishioner and family of 
parishioners that has passed away in the last week 
or two. 
 

Mrs. Rose Weber 
 
 

Eternal rest grant upon her O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon her. 

May she rest in peace. Amen. 
 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT This ever-new love is essential if we are to build just and 
peaceful relationships among peoples and nations. Even 
the witness given by a simple but authentic deed, done with 
love, can give others the light to see their way forward.  

At a gathering in Nigeria, when both children and adults 
were sharing their experiences of loving according to the 
Gospel, a little girl called Maya said, “Yesterday, when we 
were playing, a boy pushed me and I fell over. He said 
‘sorry’ and I forgave him.” Those words touched the heart of 
a man whose father was killed by Boko Haram. “I looked at 
Maya. If a little girl like her can forgive, it means that I can 
do the same.” 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me 

your paths.” 

If we want a sure guide on our journey, let’s remember that 
Jesus said, “I am the Way…” (Jn 14:6).  

When Chiara Lubich spoke to young people gathered in 
Santiago de Compostela during the 1989 World Youth Day, 
she encouraged them by saying: “By describing himself as 
‘the Way’, Jesus was saying we must take the same way as 
he did. We could therefore say that the way Jesus followed 
has a name: it is love. The love that Jesus lived and brought 
on earth is special and unique. It is the same ardent love 
that burns in God ...  

“But who should we love? Our first duty of course, is to love 
God. Then, to love our neighbor, every neighbor ... 

From the moment we wake up in the morning until we go to 
sleep at night, every relationship with our neighbor should 
be lived with this love. Whether we are at home, at college, 
at work, on a sports field, on vacation, in church or on the 
street, we should take advantage of every opportunity to 
love, seeing Jesus in our neighbors, neglecting no one, 
being the first to love …  

“This means entering as far as possible into the minds and 
hearts of others, truly understanding their problems, needs 
and troubles — as well as their joys, so that we can share 
everything with them …  

“In a way, we have to become that other person, just as 
Jesus, who was God, became a man out of love. Then our 
neighbors will feel understood and supported because 
someone is helping them bear their burdens and pain and 
share in their joys. ‘Living the other person,’ ‘living the 
others’ – this is a great ideal; this is amazing.”  

 

Letizia Magri  
 
 
Each month the Focolare offers a Scripture passage as a guide and inspiration 
for daily living. Focolare’s founder, Chiara Lubich (1920–2008), wrote these 
commentaries for many years. Now an international commission continues this 
tradition, faithful to her spirituality of unity. Letizia Magri, an expert in marriage 
and family from the John Paul II Institute in Rome, is head of this commission 
and part of the Focolare’s center for the family.  For information and to 
subscribe to this leaflet or to the magazine, write to: Living City, 202 
Comforter Blvd, Hyde Park, NY 12538; tel: 845-229-0496; e-mail: 
livingcity@livingcitymagazine.com. Visit focolare.org (international) or 
f o c o l a r e . u s  ( U . S . ) . 

© 2018 by Living City of the Focolare Movement, Inc. 

 
 

 

 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me 

your paths.” (Ps 25:4) 

King David, who was also a prophet, wrote this psalm at a 
time when he felt weighed down by anguish and poverty and 
in danger from his enemies. He wanted to find a way out of 
his painful situation, but realized he was completely unable to 
do so. Therefore he looked up, with hope, toward the God of 
Israel, who had always protected his people, and implored 
him to come to his aid.  

This month’s Word of Life draws our attention to the fact that 
he was asking to know the ways and paths of the Lord, to 
shed light on the choices he had to make, especially at diffi-
cult times. 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me 

your paths.” 

Sometimes in life we too have to make decisive choices. It 
can be totally absorbing to have to do so, and it can help us 
to think deeply about what our conscience suggests is the 
right way forward.  

It could be that we have many paths to choose from and are 
uncertain about which is the best. At other times, we may feel 
there is no path at all.  

Wanting to find a way ahead is a strong human need, and so 
sometimes we ask help from those we consider our friends. 
Christian faith makes us become friends with God. He is a 
Father who loves us; he knows us through and through and 
wants to accompany us on our journey. 

Every day, God invites us to set out freely on an adventure. 
Our compass is unselfish love for him and all his children.  

The ways and paths are opportunities to meet other travelers 
and find new goals that can be shared. Christians are never 
isolated individuals, but part of a people travelling towards the 
fulfilment of the plan of God the Father for humankind. 
Through all he said and did, Jesus revealed God’s plan to 
bring about universal fraternity, the civilization of love. 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me 

your paths.” 

The Lord’s ways can be daring and, at times, may seem too 
challenging for us, like rope bridges stretching between 
high cliffs. They challenge our selfish habits, our prejudices 
and false humility, and instead create opportunities for dia-
logue, encounter and commitment to the common good. 
Above all, they call for a love that is ever new and capable 
of forgiving, because it is founded on the rock of God’s love 
and faithfulness to us. 
 

 

Focolare Word of Life—March 2018 
 

“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
teach me your paths.” (Ps 25:4) 



 
 

Friday, March 16th—Fish Fry—5 to 7 pm 

Fried Cod  

Choice of  French Fries or Mac & Cheese 

Cole Slaw & Salad Dessert 

Cost in advance:  $10 Adults/$5. Kids under 12 

Cost at the Door:  $12 Adults/$6.00 Kids under 12 

 

We will be having the very suc-
cessful Craft corner again this 
year in the Bazaar. During these 

dreary days of winter our crafters may want to start work-
ing on something for the Bazaar. 

Also, if anyone should have any sports teams (Ravens, 
Orioles, etc) material, we would greatly appreciate it to 
make things for the Bazaar.  Nancie said anything team 
related sold very well. 

Thank you for sharing your time and talent with us! 
 

 

All are welcome to join us every Friday 

during Lent for the Stations of the 

Cross.  They begin at 7pm and are held 

at Holy Savior.  Try to take advantage of 

the opportunity to walk with Jesus. 

 

 

St. Ann’s Men’s Retreat 
March 6—7, 2018 

Developing a Prayer Life 
Presented by:  Fr. Stanislao Esposito 

 
Schedule Includes: 
8:30am Mass both days.  Conclude by 3:30pm 
Inspiring Talks and time for personal reflection & prayer 
Light breakfasts, lunches & snacks both days 
 
Registration/Cost:  $35.  Please mail your name, ad-
dress, email address phone number and check to St. 
Ann’s Men’s Club,  691 Garfield Parkway,   Bethany 
Beach, DE  19930. 
 

March 3 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Vincent Tramentozzo 
March 4 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Tom Hipszer 
8:30a.m.  Rev. Anthony Greco 
10:00am Patricia & Lugene Cleary 
 
March 5 Monday 
8:30a.m. Katherine Galliher 
March 6 Tuesday  
8:30a.m. Mary Ann Ulrich 
March 7 Wednesday 
8:30a.m.  Jonathan Tsimon 
March 8 Thursday 
8:30a.m. Frank Kolarik 
March 9 Friday 
9am—12noon Adoration 
7pm Stations of the Cross 
 
March 10 Saturday 
5:15p.m. Tom Hipszer 
March 11 Sunday 
Holy Savior 
7:00am  Patrick J. Coughlin, Sr. 
8:30a.m.  Martey Aszotis Family 
10:00am Parishioners 
 
 
 

 

If you would like a Sanctuary Candle lit for the 
week for a special intention or in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish office.   A 
donation of $10.00 is appreciated.   This  week 
the candle will be lit for special intentions of 
Tom O’Keefe & Rose Marie Roberts. 
 

 

 

Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 
4th Sundays of the month.  Please 
contact Rita Danhardt 410-289-7038 
for additional information. 
 

 

If you are interested in having flowers 
placed on the altar in memory of a 
loved one, please contact the parish 
office.   
 
 

 
 
Low Gluten Hosts are available at all Masses.  
Please see the Adult Altar Server prior to 
Mass  if you would like to receive one.  Thank 
you 
 

 

  

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

 

Lenten Penance Services 
 

St. John Neumann Parish 
Monday, March 12th—6:30pm 

 
St. Luke Parish 

Thursday, March 15th—6:30pm 



 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

One of my favorite parts of Lent 
is being able to experience the 
Living Stations as presented by 
our fifth and sixth Grade 

students!  The children and the Catechists give 
their all to this performance They will begin 
practicing this weekend and will study and work 
on it until the performances!  If you have never 
experienced it, I strongly encourage you to try and 
make one of the two performances! It is a very 
moving reenactment of our Lords Passion and 
death!  It allows both children and adults the 
ability to experience the events of Holy week in a 
whole new light!   It can be a very emotional 
experience!  It is a true team effort with the music 
ministry, parish staff and Religious Education 
working together to create a beautiful experience 
for the whole parish!  The dates for the 
performances are Friday March 23rd and Good 
Friday, March 30th.    The performances take 
place at 7 PM.   It is an event suitable for the 
whole family so join us and bring the kids, 
grandkids, aunts, uncles grandparents and 
neighbors.   I also encourage the families of our 
fifth and sixth grade kids to support your child, 
encourage them to take part in the Living 
Stations.  It is a parish tradition that they will 
remember forever and it gives them an 
understanding of our Lord’s Passion that they just 
can’t get from books and pictures!   So, mark 
these dates on your calendar, put it on your 
phone write it on your refrigerator!!  Where ever 
you won’t forget!!   See you there!! 
                           God Bless…, 
                                        Rita 

 VBS Donations I will give a list in a few 
weeks but for those that enjoy saving : 
this year we are looking for tubes ~ 
toilet paper, paper towels, wrapping 
paper, carpet tubes, concrete tubes and 
if we have anyone that works in printing 
large tubes from the paper.         

TICKETS WILL GO ON SALE THIS WEEK!! 
We, the members of the T.O.P. Group are excited to 
announce our next GREAT EVENT!!   We are plan-
ning a Senior ~ Senior Prom, and would like to invite 
all our Senior Parishioners to join us on March 17

th
 for 

an evening or fun and food!!  We will have a DJ, Din-
ner and door prizes, dancing and a great time!!!   We 
hope you will mark your calendars!! 

Senior~ Senior Prom 
Theme ~ Under the Sea 

March 17th  ~ 630 PM to 9 PM 
We will be looking for just a few donations of 
items for door prizes, or gift cards to Walmart, 
food lion or BJ’s 
 

 

 

 

   

 

  From the desk of Mark J. Record, Principal… 

 

 
On Friday, March 2

nd
, our faculty and staff held our annual 

day of retreat. During the morning hours, each staff mem-
ber visited one of four homeless outreach centers: Diakonia 
in West Ocean City, MD, Samaritan Shelter in Pocomoke, 
MD, Casa San Francisco in Milton, DE and Halo Ministries 
in Salisbury, MD. While visiting the centers, we provided 
volunteer service for 3-4 hours. We then returned to M.B.S. 
for lunch, reflection and prayer. 
  
Most Blessed Sacrament Catholic School cordially invites 
you to attend the excellent performance of “Pirates Past 
Noon” that our students in grades 2, 3 & 4, will provide. The 
performance will be at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 22

nd
.  

Admission is FREE! For the convenience of guests with 
disabilities/wheelchairs, etc. doors will open at 5:45 
p.m. For all other guests, doors will open at 6:00 p.m.  
 
A DOZEN REASONS TO CHOOSE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
(Part I of VI) 
 

1. We offer an education that combines Catholic faith and 

teachings with academic excellence. 
2.    We partner with parents in the faith formation of their 
children. 
 
MBS is now accepting applications for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year. Primary consideration is made for parishioner 
families. For more information or to schedule a tour, please 
contact Lisa Edmunds, Director of Admissions at 410-208-
1600 or email at ledmunds@mbscs.org.  
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:  9am-5pm 
Wednesday & Friday 9am –3pm 
             410-289-0652 
  Fax:  410-289-1026 
             1705 Philadelphia Avenue 
             Ocean City, MD  21842 
 
Website: 
Stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 
Facebook: 
Saint Mary Ocean City, MD 
 
Parish Pay:  Automated Giving 
1-866-727-4741 x 4 
Parishpay.com 

Pastor: Rev. Stanislao Esposito 
pastor@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Deacons:  Rev. Mr. Dave McDowell 
deacon@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

 
Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Donna Santoni 
office@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
 

Faith Formation:  Mrs. Rita Danhardt 
Religioused@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 
410-289-7038 
 

Music Director:  Mr. Jordan Pantalone  
jspantalone1018@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Manager:  Mr. Tony Dicken,  
maintenance@stmarystaroftheseaocmd.com 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 


